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To the RAD ER, 
H E religious world hath been 


long amuſed with a great va- 
riety of controverſy upon ſome of the 
moſt important truths of chriſtian- 
ity, The general complaint brought 
by many ſerious and diſpaſſionate ob- 
ſervers has been, that the antago- 
nifts on both ſides have dealt much 
in perſonal reflection and invective. 
A complaint too juſt to be denied, 
and too injurious to the cauſe of 


God and Religion not to be la- 
mented. 


Upon this account it may not be 
thought unprofitable to preſent the 


public with a treatiſe, as judicious 


as it is ſcriptural, in defence of the 
more 


1 
more ſublime doctrines of grace: J 
in which the arguments, in proof I 
of abſolute eleftion and particular 
redemption, are ſo ſtated, as to over- f 
4 throw error by eftabliſhing truth: | 
| without reſpect to the failings or con- 

| tempt of the characters of thoſe, 

| who through ignorance, prejudice, 
A or pride, oppoſe them. 

The writings of the author are too 
well known to need any recommen- 
dation. And therefore I cannot help 
thinking that the editor, who has 
taken pains to introduce this abridg- 
ment of his valuable treatiſe upon 
the extent of the death of Chriſt to 
the notice of the public, ought to be 
eſteemed a friend to the beſt in- 
tereſts of mankind. 
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CHRISTIAN READER, 


OU are here preſented with an abridgment 
1 of a maſterly treatiſe, written in the laſt 
century by that learned and pious divine, Dr. 
John Owen: The readers of books in our day 
love multum in parvo. It is therefore appre- 
hended this abridgment will ſuit them better 
than the treatiſe itſelf, which is wordy and te- 
dious. The ſame arguments are trequently 
repeated by the reverend author, which repe- 
titions are here omitted. Nothing material 
or weighty is left out. | 


The Arminian notions have had quiet and 


undiſturbed poſſeſſion of almoſt all the eſtab- 


liſhed clergy ever ſince the reſtoration. How 
little true piety hath flouriſhed ſince that time, 
melancholy experience evinces. That religion 
was on a better footing in-this land from the 
days of queen Elizabeth to the reſtoration, is too 
evident to be denied, In the aboyementioned 


period 


(vw) 
period the doctrines of this Treatiſe were ge. 
nerally preached, believed in, and received. 
They are ſtill the ſtandard doctrines of our 
church, eſtabliſhed by our reformers, ang ſub- 
ſcribed to at this day by all the clergy. Hard 
would the taſk be to ſquare their ſubſcriptions 
with their preſent ſentiments. The abilities of the 
learned Dr. Waterland ſunk beneath this weight. 
Small is the number of thoſe who do indeed ſub- 
ſcribe ex animo, as required, Theſe cannot help 
in ſecret lamenting the great falling off from 
thoſe + doctrines which are according to godli. 


neſs; and the certain bad effects attending ſuch 


degeneracy. Their prayer is, Father 1198170 
them, for they know not what they do.” 


It is devoutly to be wiſhed that diſputants 


on points of doctrine, would mutually avoid 


all harſh and ſevere reflections on each other, 
that they would not, like many antagoniſts, rail, 


but reaſon. For the moſt powerful, not the moſt - 


abuſive, reaſoning on ſcripture premiſes, muſt 
have moſt weight with all judicious men. That 
there is a ſtrong biaſs 1 in all men towards univer- 
ſal redemption is apparent, except in thoſe few 
who have been trained up in Calviniſtic ſenti- 
ments, Thoſe of our clergy, who have re- 


ceived the Calviniſtic doctrines, undoubtedly | 


ated upon conviction, yea the ſtrongeſt con- 
viction, 
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viction, ſufficient to bear down their previous 


biaſs againſt them. We cannot but obſerve 
with pleaſure, that the ſerious clergy fall more 


and more into our ſentiments. While young 


and unexperienced, they boaſted of their free- 
will and ability for good; but age and deeper 
knowledge pulls down their felf-ſufficiency, 
and makes them ſubmit to fovereign grace 


alone. It is indeed matter of wonder, that 


any experienced veterans ſhould remain in the 
Arminian camp, did not we read that “ the 
aged do not always underſtand judgment.” 
Add to this, when men have perſiſted in an 
opinion even to grey hairs, the neck ſome- 
times becomes as an iron ſinew, and will 
ſooner break than bend. We acknowledge that 
we are on the ſide of the minority; moſt profeſ- 
ſors have adopted the other ſide of the queſ- 
tion, Eveiy odious term poſſible has been fixed 
on our ſentiments. Narrowneſs of ſpirit, con- 
traction of mind, bigotry, uncharitableneſs to- 
wards our fellow creatures, have been laid down 
as the genuine parents of our ſyſtem, While 
our opponents have ſet themſelves off as men of 
benevolent and enlarged ſentiments: not fully 
aware that the benevolent author of our holy 
religion affirms, that, wide is the gate that 
leads to Deſtruction, and narrow is the way that 


leads 
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leadeth to Life.” I have, as cloſely as I am 
able, ſtudied this point; have read all that has 
been ſaid by the moſt eminent writers of the 
paſt and preſent age touching this matter; and 
cannot, upon the principle of univerſal redemp- 
tion, avoid the rock of merit in man, or fully 
aſcribe all the glory of my ſalvation to grace 
alone, I would therefore beg thoſe who differ 
from me to believe, that my genuine motives for 
embracing particulzr redemption, are to avoid 
the doctrine of human merit, and to magnify 
divine grace. If they can do this on the Ar- 
minian ſyſtem, I am perfectly at a loſs how to 
account for it. 

Many well-meaning people are terrified at the 
doctrine of reprobation, eſpecially when ſet 
of and embelliſhe4 by the adverſe party. I 
would beg leave to aſk them; have we not a 
ſtanding Inſtance of a reprobate People before 
our Eyes? I mean the Jews. Has not the vell 
been on their hearts ever ſince the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem? Is nor that text, If, vi. 9, 10, 
awfully fulfilling at this day ? Did not Chriſt 
ſay, John x11. 39, © they could not believe, be- 


cauſe Iſaiah ſaid, he hath blinded their eyes and 
| hardened their hearts?” Did not Paul affirm the 


ſame? Acts xxvil, 26. Allowing it to be diffi- 
cult 
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cult for us to reconcile the culpability of wick- 
ed men and the juſtice of their puniſhment for 
fin with God's decree of rejection, muſt we 
therefore deny it? when the ſcriptures declare 
God hath rejected the Jews from generation to 
generation, and that he will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs. Though theſe things may ap- 
pear myſterious, muſt we therefore affirm they 
are irreconcileable ? No: Let God be true, and 
every man a lyar, The word has declared it, 
and we are bound to believe on divine autho- 
rity. | 
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A 
TREATISE, Oe. 


E. I. 
Of the End of the Death of Chriſt. 


Y the end of the death of Chriſt we mean, 
1. That which his Father and himſelf in- 
tended in it. 2. That which was effec- 
tually fulfilled and accompliſhed by it. We 
ſhall therefore take a view of what the Scrip- 
tures ſay of both theſe. 

For the firſt, Chriſt himſelf tells us * he 
came to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt,”. 


Matt. xviii. 11. Paul tells us “he came into 
the world to ſave ſinners.” If vou aſk who 
theſe ſinners are, towards whom he hath this 
gracious intention, he tells you, Matt. xx. 28, 
He came to give his life a ranſom for many.” 
In other places called us, believers, diſtinguiſhed 
from the World. He gave himſelf, that he 
might deliver us from this preſent evil world.” 


B . Gal. 
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Gal. i. 4. They are called the Church, Eph. 
v. 23. He loved his Church and gave him- 
ſelf for it, that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it.“ 
The ſame truth we find afferted in Tit. 1. 14. 
The intention and deſign of Chriſt and his Fa- 
ther in this great work 1s apparent, namely, 
to ſave us, viz, believers; to deliver us from 
this preſent evil world, to waſh us, to make 
make us holy, and to bring us to Gop. " 
The effect is no leſs clearly manifeſted in 
the ſcriptures, and is as fully, and often more 
diſtinctly, expreſſed. The firſt effect of Chriſt's 
death 1s, reconciliation with Gop. See Rom. v. 
10. 2 Cor. v. 19. How this was effected the \ 
Apoſtle tells us, Eph. ii. 15. The ſecond ef- | 
fect of Chriſt's death is, juſtification. By this 
he takes away the guilt of fin, procures the 
pardon thereof, and redeems us from its power, 
its curſe, and the wrath due unto us for it. See 5 
Heb. ix. 13. Gal. iii. 13. 1 Pet. ii. 24. Rom. 
ili. 23. The third effect of Chriſt's death is, 
ſanctification. Hereby he cleanſes us from our 
pollution, renews us after the image of God, 
and ſupplies us with all the graces of the Spi- 
rit. See Heb. ix. 14. 1 John i. 7. Eph. v. 25. 
The fourth effect of the death of Chriſt is, 
adoption. This makes us poſſeſſors of evan- 
gelical liberty and all the glorious privileges 


that belong to the ſons of Gop, See Gal. iv. 4. 
b Laſtly, 


$84 


5 Laſtly, the effects of Chriſt's death do not reſt 
5 here: They leave us not, till we are ſettled in 


2 heaven, in glory and immortality for ever. 
; Our inheritance is a purchaſed poſſeſſion, Eph. 
1 i. 14. Heb. ix. 13. In a word, the death of 
5 Chriſt hath wrought, and doth effectually pro- 
1 cure for all that are concerned in it, eternal 
E redemption, conſiſting in grace here and glory 
. F hereafter. 
N Among all the truths of the Chriſtian re- 
5 ligion, there is ſcarce any one more called in 
| queſtion than this, which ſeems to be a funda- 
3 mental principle. A prevailing opinion there 
A, ; is, of a general ranſom paid by Chriſt for all 
; the poſterity of Adam. The followers of this 
opinion eaſily ſee, that if the end of the death 
? of Chriſt be ſuch as we from ſcripture have aſ- 
f ſerted it to be, if theſe be the effects which we 
4 N have juſt now mentioned, one of theſe things 
7A muſt neceſſarily follow : either, that Gop and 
; Chriſt have failed of their propoſed end, and 
; did not accompliſh that which they intended; 
1 (which to affirm ſeems to us injurious to the 
I wiſdom, power, and other perfections of the 


Godhead, and likewiſe derogatory to the worrh 
J and value of the death of Chriſt); or elſe, that 
| all the poſteriry of Adam mult be ſaved, which 
they will not maintain. To caſt therefore a to- 
: lerable colour on their opinion, they muſt, and 
0 | B 2 do 
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do deny that Gop had any ſuch abſolute aim or 
end in the death of Chriſt: or that any ſuch 
bleſſings were abſolutely procured and pur- 
chaſed by it, as we before-mentioned. They muſt 
affirm that Gop intended nothing, nor was any 
thing effected by Chriſt, but what is common to 
all and every ſoul (though unbelieving here 
and damned hereafter}, until an act of faith do 
diſtinguiſh them from others. As this erroneous 
perſuaſion enervates the virtue, value, fruits, 
and effects of the death of Chriſt, I ſhall de- 
clare what the ſcripture afferts concerning theſe 
matters; deſiring the Lox b by his Spirit to lead 
us into all truth. 


r 


Of ive Nature of an End. 


HE end of any thing is, that which the 

agent intendeth to accompliſh by an ope- 
ration proper to its nature. That which an 
agent doeth for the accompliſhing his propoſed 
end, is called the means. Which two com- 
plete the whole reaſon of working in intellec- 
tual agents. Between theſe there is this re- 
lation, that though they are mutually cauſes one 
of another, the end 1s the firſt principal mov- 


ing cauſe of the whole. No agent applies it- 
ſelt 


11 


ſelf to an action but for an end. In a moral 
ſenſe, the means are the meritorious cauſe of 
an end. In a natural ſenſe, the means are the 
inſtrumental cauſe. Theſe truths being laid 
down, we ſhall accommodate them to the pre- 
ſent buſineſs. 


CHAP. 


Of the chief Author of the Work of Redemption. 


HE chief author of this great work is the 

whole bleſſed Trinity. All the outward 
works of the Deity are undivided and belong 
equally to each perſon, cbſerving their order 
and diſtinct manner of ſubſiſtence. 

There are two peculiar acts alcribed to the 
Father in the work of redemption. 1. The 
ſending his Son into the world. 2. The laying 
the puniſhment due to out ſins upon him. 
For the firſt ſee John 11. 17. Rom. viii. 3. 
Gal. iv. 4. There is mention of this ſending 
more than twenty times in St. John's Goſpel ; 
ſo that this action of ſending is appropriated to 
the Father. 

I. This ſending of Chriſt we diſtinguiſh into 
three ſeveral acts. 1. An authoritative impo- 
ſition of the office of Mediator upon Chriſt ; 
which office Chriſt voluntarily undertook. 2. The 

actual 


138 3 
actual admiſſion of Chriſt into his office. 3. The 


entering into covenant with him. 

The ſecond act of the Father in ſending his 
Son, is the furniſhing him with gifts and graces 
requiſite for the office he was to undertake. 
As Gop, he had all perfection inherently in him 
and underived. As man, he hat all grace com- 
municated to him. 

The third act of the Father is, his entering 
into covenant concerning the work to be under- 
taken and the event thereof; of which there are 
two parts. 1. The Father's promiſe to protect 
and aſſiſt him in the accompliſhment of his 
whole work. He engages that he would not 
be wanting in any aſſiſtance in trials, ſtrength 
againſt Oppoſitions, and ſtrong conſolations in 
the midſt of terrors, which might be neceſſary 
to carry him through all the difficulties of fo 
great a work, Hence aroie our Saviour's con- 
fidence in his greateit trials—He knew that the 
Father would not leave him nor forſake him. 
2. The Father aſſures him of ſucceſs, that he 
ſhould attain the end of his undertaking. That 
which God promiſed his Son ſhould be ful- 
filled by him, that, no doubt, the Son aimed 
at in the whole undertaking of Man's redemp- 
tion. He aimed at no leſs, than to gather to 
bimſelf a glorious Church of behevers from 
among Jews and Gentiles through the whole 

world, 
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world. And this deſign he will ſurely and ef- 
fectually accompliſh, This utterly overthrows 
the general ranſom. Let this be well conſi- 
ſidered, that the promiſe of Gop unto bis Son, 
and the requeſt of the Son' to his Father, are 
directed to one end, namely, to bring many 


ſons to glory. 


II. The ſecond act of the Father is, the laying 
on him tne puniſhment due to our fins, See 
Zec. xiii. 7. IC. liii. 4. 2 Cor. v. 21. The 
greateſt part of our Saviour's ſufferings were in 
the conflict with his Father's wrath, when there 
was no inſtrument outwardly appearing to af- 
flict him. See Mat. xxvi. 37. His agony in 
the garden proceeded from the weight of that 
wrath due to us which he ſuſtained, When his 
conflict with the wrath of his Vather was again 
renewed on the crois, he crics out, My Gop, 
my Gop, why haſt thou forſaken me? He did 
not only aim at our good in dying for us, but 


directly died in our ſtead, the chaſtiſement of 


our peace was laid upon him. See II. liii. 6. 
[s it not ſtrange that Chriſt ſhould undergo the 
pains of hell in their ſtead, who lay in the 
pains of hell before he underwent thoſe pains, 
and ſhall continue in them to eternity? From 
which I propoſe to the Univerſaliſts this di- 
lemma. The Father impoſed his wrath due 


unto, and Chriſt underwent puniſhment for, 
either 


13 
either all the ſins of all men, or all the ſins 


of ſome men, or ſome ſins of all men. If the 
laſt, then all men have ſome ſins to anſwer for, 


and ſo no man ſhall be ſaved. If the ſecond 
(which is the propoſition we lay down as truth) 
then Chriſt, in their ſtead, ſuffered for all the 
ſins of all the elect in the whole world. If the 
firſt, why are not all freed from the puniſhment 
due unto their fins? You anſwer, becauſe of 
their unbelief. I aſk, is this unbelief a fin or 
not? If not, why ſhould they be puniſhed for it? 
Tf it be, then Chriſt ſuffered the puniſhment due 
unto it, or he did not? If he did, why muſt 
that hinder them more than their other fins 
for which he died? If he did not, then he 
did not die for all their fins. Let them take 
which part they pleaſe. 


e 


Of that which is aſcribed to the Son in the Werk 
of Redemption. 


HE Son was a principal Agent in this 
great work, willingly undertaking the 

office impoſed on him by the Father. He 
ſays, * Lo, I come to do thy Will, O Gov.“ 
Heb. x. 17. He calls it his Father's work 
that he did, and his Father's will tkat he came 
tO 
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to accompliſh, This undertaking of the Son 
nay be referred to two grand heads. 


1. His oblation. 
2. His interceſſion. 


His oblationwas to purge our conſciencesfrom 
dead works to ſerve the living Gop, Heb. ix. 14. 
He took the Cup of wrath out of the Father's 
hand and drank it off for us. All the ordinances 
and ſacrifices of old had their end in Chriſt, 
The oblation of Chriſt comprizeth the whole 
oeconomy and diſpenſation of Gop manifeſt in 
the fleſh; all that he did and ſuffered till he 
aſcended up on high. At which time his per- 
ſonal interceſſion began; namely, for all and 
every one of thoſe tor whom he made an ob- 
lation of himſelf, He did not ſuffer for them 
and refute to intercede for them; he did not 
do the greater and omit the Jeſs. The price 
of our redemption is more precious than to be 
caſt away on periſhing ſouls, without any care 
of what becomes of them afterwards, 


C CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


Reaſons to prove that the Oblation and Interceſ- 
fion of Chriſt are ſo connected together, that 
they reſpec the ſame Ol jects. 


HOUGH the oblation and interceſſion of 
Chriſt are diſtinct acts in themſelves, and 
have diſtinct effects aſcribed unto them, yet 
they are not to be divided or ſeparated, as 
though the one ſhould have reſpect to any per- 
ſons, which the other hath not. They are both 
intended for the accompliſhment of the ſame 
end, namely, effectually to bring many ſons to 
glory. As he died for our ſins, ſo he roſe again for 
our juſtification, Rom. iv. 26, Chriſt ſays, © for 
this cauſe I ſanctify myſelf (to be an oblation) 
that they might be ſanctified through the truth,“ 
John xvii. 19. His Oblation is the foundation of 
his interceſſion. By the one is procured what 
by the, other is beſtowed. They are one intire 
means for producing the ſame effect. Hence it 
is evident that all for whom Chriſt died, muſt 
have actually applied to them all the good things 
he pare by his death. This point being 
deſtructive of the general ranſom, we ſhall en- 
deavour to confirm it by the following reaſons. 
Our 
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Our G6rſt reaſon is drawn from the inſeparable 
union there is between his oblation and inter- 
ceſſion. “ By his knowledge ſhall my righteous 
ſervant juſtify many, for he ſhall bear their ini- 
quities,” If. Iii. 11, In the next verſe they are 
joined together, he bare the ſin of many and 


made interceſſion for the tranſgreſſors;“ even 
for thoſe whoſe ſins he bears. 


For whoſe offences he died, for their juſtifi- 
cation he riſeth again. If he died for all, all 
muſt be juſtified, or the Lorp faileth in his 
purpoſe. We ground the aſſurance of our eter- 
nal glory on the death of Chriſt; and for this 
reaſon, becauſe his Interceſſion doth infeparably 
and neceſſarily follow it. That love which 
moved the Father to deliver up his Son for us 
all, will prompt him to give us all things elſe 


needful to bring us to eternal glory, Rom. 
viii. 33. | 


« 


To offer and to intercede, to ſacrifice and to 
pray, are both acts of the ſame prieſtly office. 
Both are required of every prieſt. If either of 
theſe be omitted he cannot be a faithful prieſt. 
Both theſe are joined in Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John 
11. 1. 2. He muſt be an Advocate to intercede, 
as well as a propitiation for our ſins. The 
prieſthood of Chriſt is fully deſcribed in the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews. In conſequence of the 
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= of his ſacrifice, he is an unchangeable 
everlaſting interceſſor, able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt all that come to Gop by him. Hence we 
have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the 
blood of Jeſus. He will not be a prieſt to 
offer an oblation for any, to whom he will not 
be an interceſſor: but for whom he offers, for 
them allo he intercedes. In reſpect of their 
objects then, his oblation and interceſſion muſt 
be of equal extent. They cannot be ſeparated, 
We demand therefore of our adverſaries, whe- 
ther Chriſt intercedeth for all, or not ? If not, 
they make him but half a prieſt, when they at” 
firm he died for all. If for all, they muſt hold 
that all ſhall be ſaved, or that Chriſt is not 
heard of his Father, and that his interceſſion is 

ineffectual; and fo allo his oblation. 

The interceſſion of Chriſt requires an inſepa- 
rable connection with his oblation. As it is 
now perfected in heaven, it is not an humble 
dejection of himſelf with cries, tears, and ſup- 
plications z nay, it cannot be conceived to be 
vocal, by way of intreaty; bur real, by the 
preſentation of himſelf, ſprinkled with the blood 
of the covenant, before the throne of grace in 
our behalf. He was © the Lamb flain from 
the foundation of the world.” His interceffion, 

before 
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11 
before his actual oblation, being nothing but a 
preſenting of the engagement that he was under, 
and in due time to accompliſh ; certainly that 
which follows is nothing but a preſenting of 
what according to that engagement is fulfilled, 


So that it is a continuation of his oblation, 
and a demanding thoſe bleſſings which it pro- 


cured. How then can one of theſe be of larger 
extent than the other? 

Further ; what Chriſt hath joined together, 
let no man put aſunder. His oblation and in- 
terceſſion are by him conjoined, John xvii. He 
then and there offered and interceded, in will 
and intention, as he actually did on the croſs. 
Who then can divide theſe things? eſpecially 
when the ſcripture affirms that the one without 
the other would have been unprofitable. Com- 
plete remiſſion and redemption could not be 


obtained for us, but by the entering of our high 
prieſt into the moſt holy place. Heb. ix. 12. 


Laſtly; a ſeparation of the death and inter- 
ceſlionof Chriſt reſpecting the objects thereof, cuts 


off all that conſolation which a ſoul might hope 
to attain by an aſſurance that Chriſt died for 
him. The general ranſom cuts off all the ſi- 
news of that ſtrong conſolation, which Gop is 
ſo abundantly willing the heirs of promiſe ſhould 

recelve, 
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receive, The main foundation of our aſſurance 
ariſeth from the ſtrict connection between his 
oblation and interceſſion ; that by the one he 


hath procured all good things for us, and by 
the other he will actually beſtow them. As his 
death without his reſurrection would have pro- 
fited us nothing; ſo his oblation without his 
interceſſion can yield us but little conſolation. 
What good will it do me to be perſuaded that 
Chriſt died for me, if nevertheleſs my fins may 
appear againſt me ? © He not only died, but is 
riſen again and ſitteth at the right hand of Gop, 
continually making interceſſion for us.” He 
reſts not in his death, but makes interceſſion 
for them for whom he died. This gives firm 
conſolation, our ſins dare not appear, our ac- 
cuſers are put to ſilence, for he appeareth in 
the preſence of Gop for us now and for ever, 
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Of that which is aſcribed to the Spirit in the Work 
of Redemption. 


ET us next conſider the agency of the Spi- 
rit in the great work of man's redemption. 
The Spirit evidently concurs, in his own diſ- 
tinct operation, with the Father and the Son. 
T his 
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This operation is three-fold : 1. In his incar- 
nation. 2. In his paſſion. 3. In his reſurrec- 
tion. 

1. In his incarnation. For his mother was 
found to have conceived in her womb by the 
Holy Ghoſt. In proceſ time he was filled 
with the Spirit, and waxed ſtronger in it, till he 
had received ſuch a fulneſs thereof as qualified 
him for his arduous undertaking; 

2. In his paſſion. It was by the eternal Spi- 
rit that be offered himſelf without ſpot to Gop. 
The voluntary oblation of himſelf through the 
Spirit, was the eternal fire under this ſacrifice 
that made 1t acceptable to Gop, 

3. In his reſurrection. He was declared 


to be the Son of Gop with power; according to 
the Spirit of holineſs, by the reſurrection from the 


dead,” Rom. 1. 3. © If the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwelleth in you,” 
Rom. viii, 11. Theſe three, namely, Father, 


Son, and Spirit, are the bleſſed agents in the work 


of man's redemption. Their reſpective actions, 
though they may be diſtinguiſhed, yet are not 
to be ſo divided as to hinder the whole Trinity 
from having a ſhare in each, 


C H A P. 


( 16 ] 


CHAP. VII. 


A more particular Enquiry into the proper End of 
the Death of Chriſt. 


HE main hinge upon which the whole con- 
troverſy about the death of Chriſt turneth, 

is this : what 1s the proper end of the death of 
Chriſt. This we have in general aſſerted to be 
the recovery of ſinners from a ſtate of wrath and 
miſery, into a ſtate of peace and communion 
with Gop. Now the end of Chriſt's death is 
either, 1. ſupreme and ultimate, or, 2. inter- 
mediate and ſubſervient to that laſt end. The 
firſt is the glory of Gop and the manifeſtation 
of his attributes, eſpecially his juſtice and his 
mercy. The great end of this diſpenſation, both 
of chooſing us from eternity, redeeming us by 
| Chriſt and bleſſing us with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in him, is affirmed to be “ to the praiſe of the 
glory of his grace,” Eph. i. 6. The apoſtle 
fully clears this in the gth of the Romans. In 
which chapter he aſſerts the ſupreme dominion 
and independency of Gop in all his dealings 
towards the children of men. This will fully 
be manifeſt, when every redeemed creature ſhall 
ſay “ Bleſſing and honour and glory be unto 


him, &c. Rev. v. 13. | 
That 
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That which is intermediate and ſubſervient to 
this laſt end is the bringing us nigh unto Gop. 
We ſhall diſtinctly conſider this, both as an 
end and alſo as a means, It is the appoint- 
ment of Gop that there ſhould be ſuch a con- 
nection between the things purchaſed by Chriſt 
for us, and the things actually beſtowed on us, 
that if either be omitted, the other would be 
vain and uſcleſs. Both theſe conſiſt in the 
communication of Gop's goodneſs to us. Faith 
is the means, ſalvation the end. In faith we 
comprize all ſaving Grace which accompanies 
it. In Salvation, the glory that is to be re- 
vealed. We maintain, therefore, that the end 
propoſed and effected by the death of Chriſt is, 
an infallible beſtowing and applying all things, 
as well means as end, condition as well as the 
thing conditioned about, faith and ſalvation, to 
all thoſe for whom he died. Arminius and his 
followers affirm, in oppoſition to us,“ that the end 
propoſed by God in the Death of Chriſt was this, 
that he might, his juſtice being ſatisfied, ſave ſin- 
ners. The hindrance being removed by his ſatiſ- 
faction, he had by his death a right and liberty 
obtained of pardoning ſin upon what condition he 
pleaſed ſo that it was wholly in Gop's free dif- 
poſal, whether he would fave any or not, and upon 
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what condition he would, whether of faith, or 
works.“ This aſſertion we apprehend is erroneous, 
viz. that Gop could not have mercy on mankind 
unleſs ſatisfaction was made by his Son. It is 
true, ſuppoſing the decree, purpoſe, and ap- 
pointment of Gop. But to affirm this poſi- 
tively, without the foregoing ſuppoſition, is to 
me an unwritten tradition. Again, this opinion 
makes the cauſe of God's ſending his ſon a 
common love to all: or rather, a wiſhing to do 

good to all, and not an entire act of his will 
to redeem his elect. Further, if this be the 
caſe, he rather died to redeem a liberty to Gop 
to ſave us, than to purchaſe a freedom from evil for 
us. It is replied, that Chriſt obtained this right, 
that the Lord might now beſtow mercy on us, 
if we fulfil the propoſed conditions. I anſwer, 
this overthrows all the merits of Chriſt's death. 
For that which is truly meritorious deſerves that 
the thing merited or procured and obtained, 
ſhall be done and ought to be beſtowed, and 
not that it may be done. Shall Chriſt be ſaid 
by his meritorious oblation only to procure this 
at his Father's hands, that he might beſtow the 
benefits thereof to ſome or all, and not that he 

ſhould do ſo? Once more, that cannot be aſ- 
figned as the compleat End of the death of 
Chriſt, which being accompliſhed, it had 
| not 
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not only been poſſible that not one ſoul 
might be ſaved, but alſo impoſſible that any ſoul 
ſhould be ſaved. According to this hypotheſis, 
Chriſt hath only purchaſed ſalvabiliiy not ſal- 
vation; ſalvability for all, abſolute ſalvation for 
none. So that when the ſcriptures declare that 
pardon of fin, faith, holineſs, victory over death, 
and eternal life, are the fruits of his death, 
and the portion of his people; we are hereby 
taught that they mean only a poſſibility of our 
receiving them on certain conditions. The ab- 
ſurdity of which manifeſtly appears from this; 
let them name what condition they pleaſe, we 
will prove it to be one of the bleſſings of the 
new covenant, and that God hath promiſed un- 
changeably to beitow that condition on his 


ele& people. 


Proceed we therefore to our grand poſition 
which ſhall be proved from the word of Goo; 
viz. © Jeſus Chriſt, according to the counſel and 
will of Gop the Father, did offer himſelf upon 
the croſs,* in order to procure eternal life for his 
people, and maketh continual interceſſion for 
them, with this intent and purpoſe, that it might 
actually and infallibly be 0 on and ap- 


plied to them.“ 
Firſt I ſhall take notice of thoſe texts that hold 


out the intention and counſel of Gop and his 


Son reſpecting this matter. 
D's 2. Thoſe 
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2. Thoſe that prove the actual accompliſh- 
ment or effect of this oblation. | 
3. Thoſe that * out che perſons for A 

he died 
1. He came to ſeek and ſave that which was loſt, 
Mart. xvii. 11. Unleſs he findeth that which he 
ſeeketh for, and recover that which he cometh 
to ſave, he faileth of his deſign, The angel de- 
clares the end of Chriſt's coming in the fleſh, 
namely, to ſave his people from their fins, Mat. 
i. 21. Paul declares he came into the world to. 
ſave ſinners. Not to open a door for them to 
come in, if they will or can: not to make a 
way paſſable that they may be ſaved : not to 
purchaſe a reconciliation with Gop, which they 
may never enjoy; but actually to ſave them from 
all their ſins. If he accompliſh not this, he 
fails of the end of his coming. Look at Heb. 
ji. 14. The end of the incarnation and offer- 
ing of Chriſt is declared to be, a deliverance of 
the children whom Gop gave him from the 
power -of death, hell, and the devil, and a 
bringing them nigh to Gp. All are not thoſe 
children which Goo gave him; all are not de- 
livered from wrath ; therefore it was not for all 
that he took fleſh and blood. Look at Eph. v. 
25, 26, and Tit. ii. 14. For whom did Chriſt 
give himſelf ? for his church, ſays one text 
tor 
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for us, ſays another. Both words of equal 
extent and force. To what end did he give 
himſelf ? to ſanctify and cleanſe it, to redeem it 
from all iniquity, to purify it, to make its 
members zealous of good works. Are all men 
of this church? are all in that rank of men 
among whom Paul placeth himſelf and Titus? 
are all purged, purified, and brought nigh to 
Chriſt ? or doth he fail of his aim towards the 
greateſt part of them? Let our opponents 
anſwer theſe queſtions, while we proceed to 
throw ſome more difficulties in their way. See 
John xvii. 19. For whoſe ſakes does Chriſt 
ſanctify himſelf? The men whom thou haſt 
given me out of the world. Can they be the 
whole world? it is contrary to common ſenſe. 
See Gal. i. 4. &c. iv. 4, 5, 6. Our deliverance 
from this evil world, the law as a covenant of 
works ard fin, our adoption and receiving the 
Spirit, are declared to be the will of Gop the 
Father. I ſhall add one place more, and that 
is 2 Cor. v. 21. The deſign of Gop in making 
his Son ſin for us, was that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of Gop in him. Chriſt then 
is only made fin for thoſe, who become ac- 
tually righteouſneſs in him. It is too plain to 


prove that theſe are not all mankind. 


2. I ſhall 
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2. I ſhall refer you to thoſe ſcriptures that 
prove the actual accompliſhment or effect of his 
oblation. See Heb. ix. 12. 14. Two things are 
aſcribed to the blood of Chriſt, it obtains eter- 
nal redemption, and it purges our conſciences 
from dead works. So that juſtification and 
ſanctification are the immediate effect of that 
blood, by which he entered into the holy place; 
of that oblation which, through the eternal Spi- 
Cit, he preſented to Gov. If there was a legal 
cleanſing and purification by the blood of bulls 
and goats, then there is a ſpiritual cleanſing and 
purification by the blood of Chriſt. This we 
affirm not to be accompliſhed in all, therefore 
Chriſt died not for all. See 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
« Chriſt bare our ſins.” For what intent? © that 
we being dead to fin ſhould live unto righte- 
ouſneſs.“ What was the effect? © By his ſtripes 
we are healed,” See Gal. iii. 10. He de- 
livered us from the'curſe, being made a curſe for 
us.” Many more texts might be cited; but 
we forbear, to avoid being tedious, and ſum up 
our argument with the following ſyllogiſm; If 
the death of Chriſt doth certainly ſanctify all 
them for whom it was a ſacrifice, procuring for 
them reconciliation with Gop and eternal life; 


then he died only for thote who are in the event 
ſanctiſied 
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ſanctified; but the death of Chriſt doth certainly 
ſanctify all them, &c. therefore he died only for 


thoſe who are in the event ſanctified. 


3. Many ſcriptures point out the perſons for 
whom Chriſt died. In ſome places they are 
called many, in ſome, all. That a proper re- 
ſtrict ion muſt be laid upon thoſe words, we 
ſhall prove. Theſe many and all are the ſheep 
of Chriſt, John x. 15. The children of Gop 
ſcattered abroad, John xi. 52. Thoſe whom our 
Saviour calls brethren, Heb. ii. 11. Thoſe who 
were given him of his Father, John xvii. His 
elect, Rom. viii. 34. His people, Matt. i. 21. 
His viſited and redeemed people, Luke i. 68. 
The people whom he did foreknow, Rom. xi, 
2. Thoſe he 1s ſaid to have at Corinth before 
their converſion, Acts xvui. 10. His church 
bought with his blood, Acts xx. 28. Which 
he loved and gave himſelf for, Eph. v. 25. 
The many, the all, are deſcribed by ſuch qua- 
lifications as are not common to all, therefore 
we reſtrain them to the elect for the reaſons 
above given. | 
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CHAP. VIII 
Of Impetration and Application. 


ITH reſpect to Chriſt's impetration “ of 
redemption for us, and the application 
thereof to us, our adverſaries lay the whole 
weight of their oppoſition on the following aſſer- 
tion : namely, that the impetration is general, 


the application, particular. This opinion is 


ſet forth by them in various terms. Some ſay 
that Chriſt did abſolutely, according to the in- 
tention of Gop, purchaſe for every man re- 
demption ; which ſhall be actually beneficial to 
them, if they believe. So the Arminians. Some 
affirm that Chriſt died for all ; conditionally for 
ſome, and abſolutely for others. So Camero, 
and the divines of France. Others hold a two- 
fold reconciliation : One wrought by Chriſt with 
Gop for man, which they ſay is general; the 
other wrought by Chriſt in man to Gop, which 
is particular. We allow this latter diſtinction 
if it be rightly applied. It hath no place in the 
intention and purpoſe of Chriſt : for in this they 
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* Impetration of redemption for | 1.— That is, obtaining or 
procuring redemption for us. 
Axe 


1 
are both united. Thoſe to whom Gop is re- 


conciled through Chriſt, ſhall be reconciled by 
him to Chriſt. The will of Gop is not condi- 


* 
R219 


. tional, though ſome of the bleſſings purchaſed 
f by Chriſt are beſtowed conditionally. The con- 
1 dition is in the things themſelves, not in the 
e will of Gop. Faith, the chief condition, is a 
- gift, and abſolutely promiſed to the heirs of 
b ſalvation. Impetration and application have 
I for their objects the ſame individual perſons; 
y For whom Chriſt purchaſed redemption, to 
» 4 them he will apply it. This we proceed fur- 
_ 25 ther to prove. 

Did Gov intend we ſhould be ſaved by the 
: death of Chriſt? then the application is that 
Wich he alſo intended. Did he appoint a Sa- 
„ * viour, without a thought of them that were to 
- XZ be faved by him? did he appoint a means; and 
1 "XZ not determine an end? It is an aſſertion dero- 
p > gatory to the glory of Goo. | 
a If chat which is obtained by any, does, by vit- 
n tue of that action by which it is obtained, be- 
e come his in right; then for whom any thing 1s 
/ 7 4 by Chriſt obtained, ſhall be to them applied, 
4 A th That muſt be made theirs in fact, which 1s 
i 4 : theirs in right. The very ſenſe of the words, 

== merit, impetration, purchaſe, acquiſition, doth be- 

e | L ſpeak a right in them to whom it belongs. But 


N 2 * K 4 21 
8 
** LP © 


1 26 J 

they ſay it is obtained upon condition. T anſwer, if 
that condition be equally purchaſed and obtained 
with other things that are to be beſtowed on 
that condition, there is then no hindrance to 
the application of every thing that is procured. 

The ſcriptures perpetually join theſe two to- 
gether. See If, liii. 11. By his knowledge 
ſhall my right-ous ſervant juſtify many; there 
is the application: © for he ſhall bear their ini- 
quities;“ there is the impetration. He juſti- 
fieth thoſe whoſe iniquities he bore. His 
wounding and our healing, that is impetration 
and application: his chaſtiſement and our peace, 
are inſeparably joined together. By the 
righteouſneſs of one;” there is impetration : 
« The free gift comes upon all men unto juſ- 
tification of life; there is the application, 
Rom. v. 18. Who thoſe all men are, ſee Rom. 
viii, 32. They are the elect. Theſe and theſe 
only he juſtifies. And whom he juſtifies he 
glorifies. 3 | 

However our adverſaries differ among them- 
ſelves concerning the impetration and appli- 
cation of the death of Chriſt, in this particu- 


lar they agree; viz. in denying that faith is 
procured or merited for us. To grant this 
would overturn the whole fabrick of uniyerſal 
redemption, We deny that a poſſibility of ſal- 
; N vation, 
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vation, or, at the utmoſt, a velleity in God, 
upon an uncertain condition to be by us ful- 
filled, is the full, proper, and immediate end 
of the death of Chriſt. Our ſentiments then 
are ſummed up in the following words, © Gop, 
out of his infinite love to his elect, ſent his 
Son, in the fulneſs of time, whom he had pro- 
miſed in the beginning of the world, and 
made effectual by that promiſe, to die and pay 
a ranſom of infinite value, for the purchaſing 
the eternal redemption of all thoſe whom he 
had before ordained to eternal life, for the praiſe 
of his own glory.” So that freedom from all 
evil and an enjoyment of all good, is the proper 
end of the death of Chriſt. Such is the power- 
ful force and evidence of truth in theſe words, 
that it ſcatters all its oppoſers, and makes them 
fly to hiding places, where, if they will not 
yield, they muſt lie down in darkneſs and error: 
We have no need of any intricate diſtinctions, 
no ſhifts or devices. We need no turnings or 
windings. Our principles are liable to no con- 
tradiction in their fundamentals, but are per- 


fectly uniform, conſiſtent, rational, and ſerip- 
tural. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Arguments againſt univerſal Redemption. 
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| HE firſt argument may be drawn from the 
| nature of the new covenant. This co- 
venant was not made univerſally with all, butt 
only with ſome: therefore thoſe alone enjoy tdje 
benefits thereof, and thoſe only were intended to 
enjoy them by the maker of this covenant. See > 
Jer. xxxi. 31. andHeb, viii. The condition is not | 
required, but abſolutely promiſed. Herein lies 
the great difference between the covenant of 
works and the covenant of grace. It appears 
from the very nature of this convenant, that 3 
the condition thereof ſhall by free grace be cer- © 
tainly wrought in all that are taken into cove- af 
nant. It is apparent, that the condition is not $ : 
wrought in all, therefore the condition is not 
|> made with all. The covenant was made with 0 
AS Adam perſonally, renewed with Noah, eſta- . 
bliſhed with Abraham and his ſeed; and fo 
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cannot be extended to all. Yea, the firſt 
| diſtinction between the ſeed of the Woman 
5 and the ſeed of the Serpent utterly overthraws 


the pretended univerſality of the covenant. Tt 
SD cannot be affirmed that God entered into oo 
( venant with the ſeed of the Serpent. 


Arg 


= 
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Arg. 2. If the Lox intended that the merits 
of Chriſt's death ſhould be univerſal, that inten- 
tion ought to be univerſally made known; but 


3 the name of Chriſt has never been heard of by 


thouſands and millions ; therefore it was not his 
intention. 

Arg. 3. If Chriſt died intentionally for all 
men, he died for them abſolutely or condi- 
tionally. If abſolutely, then all men muſt be 
ſaved. If conditionally, then he either procured 
for them this condition, or he did not. If he 
did, he procured it either abſolutely or upon 
condition; if abſolutely, then we are where we 
were before, For to procure a thing upon 
condition, and abſolutely to procure that con- 
dition, is equivalent to procuring a thing abſo- 
lutely without any condition. If this condi- 
tion (be it what it will, faith or accepting 
the terms) be procured upon condition : let 
that be aſſigned, and we will renew our quere, 
and never reſt till we fix ſomewhere, or run 
into a circle. Whatever the condition fixed 
on be, we will prove that the Lord has pro- 
miſed abſolutely in the covenant to fulfil the 
ſame in all the elect. 

Arg. 4. All men are able to perform the con- 
dition of believing, or they are not. If they 
are, that ability muſt be of grace or free- 


will. 
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will, If it be of grace, why do not all believe? 
if it be of free - will, then faith is no longer the 
gift of God, but proceeds from the power of 
man's will; then the man that believes makes 
himſelf to differ from him that docs not believe. 
Arg. 5. When God gave his Son to die for 
men, he purpoſed to work faith in them, or 
he did not. If he did, why doth he not per- 
form it? ſeeing he is of one mind, and who can 
turn him ? Why do not all believe? or doth 
he fail of his purpoſe ? If he did not purpoſe 
to beſtow faith on all, then he gave Chrift to 
die for all, on condition they perform that which 
they are not able to do. Is not this abſurd ? 
Arg. 6. If Chriſt purpoſed to ſave all, if they 
believe, becauſe he died for all, and this faĩth be 
not purchaſed by Chriſt, and men are not able to 
believe of themſelves, how comes it to paſs that 
any are ſaved ? Arminians anſwer, God beſtows 


faith on ſome. Is this diſtinguiſhing grace, or 


is it not ? If it be, then he did not die equally for 
all. If the grace of faith be given to ſome, 


and not to others, it is plain he died for ſome, 


and not for all. It is objected: that accord- 


ing to this doctrine, Gop commands men to per- 


form that which they are not able to do. We 
anſwer; God's commands point out what is 
our duty, whether we are able to perto;m it 
. oo or 


1 


or not. He commands obedience to the law, yet 

nd man is able to perform it. Though man has 
- oft the power to believe or obey, Gop has ſtill 
a right to require both faith and obedience. The 
divine command to believe does not hold our, that 
it is Gov's intent and purpoſe that the death of 
M 3 Chriſt ſhould be for us, if we believe; this 
1 would make the act of believing create the 

; he to be believed, which is abſurd z; but 
only that faith is the way to ſalvation, or that 


faith and ſalvation are inſeparably linked to- 
gether. 7 

Arg. 7. If mankind in the ſcriptures be diſ- 
tinguiſhed into two ſorts, and Chriſt be ſaid to 
die for one and not for the other, then he did 
not die for all; but mankind are divided, &c. 
4 The ſcriptures ſpeak of thoſe whom he loves, 
and thoſe whom he hates; whom he knows 
; 4 and whom he knows not z thoſe that are ap- 
pʒointed to life, and thoſe that are appointed 
% 0 to deſtruction; thoſe ordained to eternal life, 
4 * and thoſe ordained to condemnation; elect and 
reprobate; thoſe whom he hath mercy on, and 
= thoſe whom he hardeneth; ſheep and goats; 
the church and the world; the ſeed of the wo- 

man and the ſeed of the ſerpent ; the good and 
5 4 the evil. Theſe diſtinctions prove our argu- 
7 Went. 
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Arg. 8. Whomſdever Chriſt redeems, reconciles 


to God, ſatisfies for, merits for, dies for; thoſe are 


abſolutely redeemed, &c. But all men are not 
redeemed, reconciled, &c. thouſands dying in 
the bondage of their ſins z therefore Chriſt died 
not for all men. 

Arg. 9. Sanctification, with all other effects 
of free · grace, are the immediate procurement 
and certain effect of the death of Chriſt; but all 


are not ſanctified; therefore he died not for all, 


. 


Conſiderations previous to the anſwering Objec- 


tions. 


HE ranſom and propitiation made by Chriſt, 
being ſet forth in various places in holy 
ſcripture in general and indefinite expreſſions ; 


and a want of ſucceſs intimated with reſpect 


to ſome through their own default : add to this, 


general offers, promiſes and exhortations being 


made for the embracing the fruits of Chriſt's 


death : hence ſome have taken occaſion to main- 
tain an univerſal redemption. I ſhall lay down 


ſome fundamental principles, for the clearing 
up this matter, and proving that theſe ſcrip- 
tures do not, when properly expounded, ener- 


vate our ſcheme of particular redemption. 


The 
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. 0 The firſt thing I ſhall lay down is the dig- 
"IF; nity, value, and preciouſneſs of the deach of 
* Chriſt ; ſo that it is a price ſufficient, in itſelf, 
for the redemption not only of this world, but 


\ & 


of thouſands of worlds, That it ſhould be ap- 
plied to any muſt ſolely be aſcribed to the in- 
* tention and will of Gop. Now the value of 
© Chriſt's death we conceive to be much under- 
rated by the aſſertors of univerſal redemption. 
= For its extenſion to this or that object, whether 
few or many, is extrinſical to its worth. That 
conſiſts in its effects, what it is able to do, and 
does do. We apprehend that an abſolute re- 
” demption for ſome, puts a greater value on the 
, blood of Chriſt, than a poſſible redemption for 
all. 
1 From the ſufficiency of the death of Chriſt, 
there is a foundation laid for the general preach- 
ing the goſpel to every creature. It is vainly 
objected by ſome, that the preaching of the 
= goſpel is altogether uſeleſs, if Chiſt died not 
for all; that it is to make Gop call upon men 
to believe that which is not true. In anſwer to 
this, we ſay, that where the goſpel is ſent, ſome 
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3 are to be ſaved; Gop never appointing means 

þ without an end. This end cannot be accom- 
4 pliſhed unleſs the goſpel be preached to others 
ds well as to them. 


2. Under the new cove- 
F nant, 
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nant, all external differences are removed, and 


the word of grace is commanded to be preached 
without diſtinction. 3. When Gop calls upon 
men to believe, he doth not, in the firſt place, 
call upon them to believe that Chriſt died for 
them in particular; but that there is no other 
name whereby men can be ſaved. Theſe ar- 
guments take off the force of the objection, and 


are a ſufficient ground for the command of 


preaching the goſpel to all. Further, che preacher 


of the goſpel, being utterly unacquainted with 


the ſecret counſels of Gop, and being forbid- 


den to pry into them, may juſtifiably call 
on every man to believe; aſſuring every one 


in particular, that on his ſo doing, there is 
enough in the blood of Chriſt to ſave him. He 
muſt leave the counſel of Gop to himſelf, con- 


cerning whom he will beſtow ſaving faith upon. 


We muſt diſtinguiſh between man's duty and 


Ged's purpoſe : There being no connection be- 
tween them. The purpoſe of God is nat the rule 


of our duty, but his commands. The miniſters - 


of the goſpel in the diſpenſation of the word, 
in exhortations, invitations, promiſes, and 


threatnings, do manifeſt Gop's approbation of 


the thing exhorted and invited to, but not the 
counſel of God reſpecting individuals. A mi- 
niſter is not to make enquiry about the ſecret 
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J purpoſes of Gop, but to ſearch his revealed 
will, and take his directions from thence. When 
they make tenders of the grace of Gop to all, 
they are not commanded to ſay, * it is the pur- 
poſe of Gop that you ſhould all believe that 
Chriſt died for you.” But that he commands 
ſinners to believe, and therefore it is their duty 
ſo to do: that is, to believe that there is a ſuf. 
b in the death of Chriſt for all that come 
to him. From whence it clearly follows, that 
Gon always intends to ſave ſome, where he ſends 
his goſpel. Miniſters, being unacquainted with 
+ his ſecret purpoſe, are bound to ſeek the good 
3 of all among whom they miniſter. 2. That this 
offer“ is neither vain nor fruitleſs: it being de- 

clarative 


— 


—— — — _—_ 
„ 


ö Oger. This word is deemed by ſome to be of Armi- 
nian extraction; for which reaſon they diſapprove of the 
; Fuſe of it. That Dr. Owen never uſed it in any ſuch ſenſe, 
is evident from the whole tenor of his writings. A judi- 
hk divine of the laſt age defended the uſe and the pro- 
priety of the word in the following manner. Firſt Nega- 
#/vely. t. ©** That the heart of the offerer, viz. God and 
«© Chriſt, is equally affected towards the many to whom the 
* offer is made, is not intended. But it is for the elect, 


' ſake, that the indefinite ofer is made. God's heart is 


%, towards them in a way of ſpecial love. 2. That the er 
is properly conditional, and the thing offered not abſolutely 
%a gift, is not intended neither. 3. That the perſons to 
whom the er is made have a power of themſelves to 
1 accept, and that it is of their own will that they do ſo, 
4 Ss * is 


36] 
clarative of their duty. If it be aſked, what 
part of the mind and will of Gop is declared, 
when men are commanded to believe, for whom 
Chriſt did not die? I anſwer, 1. What they 
ought to do, if they will do that which 1s ac- 
ce pt able to Gob. 2. The ſufficiency of ſalva- 
vation in Chriſt. 3. The infallible union be- 
tween true faith and ſalvation. 


— 


js not the meaning of offering Chriſt, 4. The eſſence of 
the goſpel doth net lie in an offer of Chriſt ; 1 only fay 
it includes an offer : but the eſſence thereof is free pro- 
«© miſe, free grace and free-gift. For the poſitive. What 
is this goſpel offer of Chriſt to ſouls? Anſw. It is the 
% propoſing and ſetting forth of Jeſus Chrift for acceptance. 
He that denies the goſpel to contain an offer of Chriſt, 
5 ſhall be forced to deny this. But will any miniſter of 
«© Chriſt deny this? A propoſing of Chriſt for acceptance is, 
* 1, A declaration concerning Chriſt in his perſon, office, 
and performances. 2. A publiſhing of God's revealed 
* will to be, that men ſhould believe on him, or accept of 
him. 3 That they may freely do ſo. 4. That they who 
do ſo ſhall be ſaved by him. Here is the offer of ſal- 
« vation. This is what I mean, and this is all I defend 
& in this matter.” Beart's Vindication of the Eternal Law © 
and Everlaſting Geſpel, ad part. 

The author then goes on to defend and prove this point 
thus explained: and from the manner in which ſinners are 
every where addreſſed in the ſcriptures ; from the calls, inn 

- Vitations, exhortations, and promiſes uſed therein: and 
particularly from the parables which are deſigned to repre- 
ſent the goſpel, he proves his point vnanſwerably. If the 
reader wiſhes to have more ſatisfaction reſpecting this 
point, I refer him to Mr. Beart s treatiſe above- men- 
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| F as the ground of many general expreſſions con- 
© cerning the objects of redemption, Which ne- 
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That erroneous perſuaſion of the Jews, which 
for a time influenced the apoſtles, that the Mel. 
ſiah belonged to them alone, muſt be conſidered 


verthelels give no colour to an unlimited uni- 
verſality. The extent, nature, and ſignification 


of thoſe general terms, the world, the whole 


world, all, and the like, which are frequently uſed 
in the ſcriptures, muſt be ſeriouſly weighed. 


On theſe expreſſions hangs the whole weight of 


the adverſe cauſe, When they have faſtened on 
theſe terms, they run with Io. triumpbe, as 
though the victory was ſurely theirs, Call them 
to the context, appeal to known rules of inter- 
pretation, mind them of the ſcope of the place, 
the ſenſe of the ſame words in other places for 
the diſcovery of Gop's mind and will therein : 
They cry out © the letter is theirs, away with 
the interpretation; give us leave to believe 
what the word ſaith.” Let them continue ſuch 
empty clamours, fit only to ſhake weak and un- 
ſtable men ; for the truth's ſake we will not be 


filent, but hope to make it appear, that theſe 


general terms give no colour to univerſal re- 

demption ; abſolute or conditional. 
The two words which are ſtumbled at in this 
controverſy, are the WorLD and Att. The 
| firſt 
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firſt of theſe, namely the word world, is taken 
in ſix different ſenſes. 1. For the world con. 
containing, that is the heavens and the earth, 

2. For the world contained : and herein, firſt, 

univerſally, for all, Rom. 1ii. 23. Secondly, for 
men without reſtriction, John vii. 4. 3. For 
many, which is the moſt uſual accepration of 
the word, Matt. xvili. 7. John xii. 19. 1 Cor. iv. 
9. 4. Comparatively for a great part of the 
world, Rom. i. 8. Matt. xxvi. 13. 5. For the 
inhabitants of the Roman Empire, Luke. ii. 1. 
6. For men, diſtinguiſhed by their qualifications 
as firſt for the good, or Gop's people, Pſ. xxii. 
27. Rom. iv. 13. 2. For the wicked. Il. xiii 
11. John vii. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 2. c. xi. 32. 3. For 
the world corrupted, Gal. i. 4, & iv. 3. Eph. ii. 
2. 4. For a worldly ſtate or condition, Pf. Ixx111. 
12. Eukevyvi. 8. 5. For the world accurſed, under 
the power of Satan, John xiv. 38. c. xvi. 11. 
1 Cor. ii. 12. Numberleſs other texts might be 
cited, to ſhew the vanity of their clamour who 
frighten unſtable ſouls with the ſcripture's men- 
tioning Word ſo often in the buſineſs of re- 
demption; as though ſome ſtrength might 
be gathered from thence to uphold a general 


ranſom. 
The ſcriptures frequently uſe the figure, an- 


tanaclaſis., The ſame word is doubled in a dif- 
ferent 


was in the world, and the world was made by 
. him, and the world knew him not. In the firſt 
Clauſe, the word, world, ſignifies ſome part of 
the habitable earth; in the ſecond, the whole 


yniverſe; in the third, for ſome part of the 
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ferent ſenſe. For inſtance. See John i. 10. He 


en of the world, viz. unbelievers. 
No argument can be drawn from any par- 


ticular phraſe of ſpeech in any part of ſcripture, 


if in other places the fignification preſſed from 
that place be denied. If thoſe texts wherein 
Gop is ſaid to love the world, to reconcile the 


tvorid unto himſelf, and Chriſt to be a propi- | 


Liation for the ſins of the whole world, in their 


cope and deſign will enforce an univerſality of 


all perſons; ſo let it be. But if there be no 


ſuch enforcement, nay if the context compared 


With other texts of ſcripture lean the other 


Way, limiting theſe univerſal propoſitions, our 
argument ſtands good. 


That the word, world, does not ſignify all and 


every one, we prove from the following texts. 
Johni. 10. The world k new him not. This cannot 


mean the whole world; if it did, there could be 


no believer in Chriſt: but this is contrary to 
yer. 12. In Luke ii. it 1s ſaid, „that all the 


dporid ſhould be taxed:“ none but the ſubjects | 
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of the Roman empire are here underſtood, John 
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viii. 26. I ſpeak to the world: Hereby Chriſt 
means only the Jews, who lived at that time 
in the world. John xii. 19. © Behold the 
world is gone after him.” Meaning only a great 
multitude of one ſmall nation, 1 John v. 19. 
« The whole world lieth in wickedneſs.” From 
which univerſal afſertion, all believers are ex- 
empted. What is ſaid of the word, world, may 
be extended to the expreſſions, ALL NAT1ONs, 
and ALL; which muſt be underſtood in like man- 
ner, as is apparent from many texts. See Rom. 
i. 5. Rev. xviii. 3, Pſ. cxviii. 10. It is evi- 
dent that theſe general expreſſions do uſually de- 
note only ſome, or many men, diſtinguiſhed 
into good or bad, elect or reprobate, by what 
is affirmed of them in the context. He gave 
himſelf a ranſom for all, 1 Tim. 1i. 6. Now 
who theſe all are, whether all believers, or all 
the elect, or ſome of all ſorts, or all of every 
ſort, is the point in debate. The word, all, muſt 
be reſtrained, and uſed diſtributively in many 
places. In the prophetic Writings, it is ſaid, 
all nations, all fleſh, all people, all the ends f 
the earth, the world, the <whole world ſhall be 
converted and look to Chriſt, which general ex- 
pteſſions muſt be limited to the elect. The 
Lozp is ſaid to wipe away tears from off all 
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Races; nevertheleſs the wicked ſhall weep in tor- 
ment for ever. 
Add to this, many things which are peculiar 
3 to the children of God, are frequently aſſigned 
bY 5 them who live in the ſame outward commu- 
Dion, and are partakers of the ſame outward 
privileges, though utter aliens to the true 
grace of Chriſt. Hence we account for the 


3 ſeriptures expreſſing a poſſibility of their periſh- 
ing, who are redeemed by the blood of Chriſt. 
A That which is ſpoken according to the judg- 
ment of charity on our parts, muſt not always 
5 be exactly ſquared to truth. For the rectitude 


of our judgment, it is ſufficient that we pro- 
peed according to the beſt rules given us of 
*ZFJvdging. Thus the Apoſtles write unto men, 

L 7 and call them, holy, elect, &c. from thence to 

E nclude they all were ſo, would be without 

2 ö Warrant, Paul tells the Theſſalonians he knew 
"—Kheir election of Gop. Muſt we from thence 
Fenddade they were all elected? No, by no 
means. If ſome of theſe ſhould fall, would 
IN be an argument that the elect might pe- 

>> mſh ? No, we anſwer in this caſe ; they are ſaid 

4 to be elected according to the judgment of cha- | 4 
P 75 „ though they were not ſo in truth. 

Ihe mixt diſtribution of the elect and repro- 

9 pates, is another ground for holding out a - 
* 8 tender 
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„ 
tender of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt to all indiſ- 
criminately. Miniſters are bound to admoniſh 


all, to warn all to whom they are ſent, to give 


the ſame commands to all, to propoſe the ſame 


not, may obtain, while the reſt are hardened, 


Things being thus appointed of Gov, the pro- 1 
miſes muſt have akind of unreſtrained generality, 


to be ſuitable to this diſpenſation. All ex- 
hortaions, intreaties, promiſes, being accommo- 
dated to the reaſonable nature of man, of which 


all are partakers to whom the word is ſent; © 
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promiſes to all; that the elect, whom they know 


- 
A 
A 


theſe promiſes muſt neceſſarily be offered con- 


ditionally to ſome, who in God's intention, have 


no right unto them. 


CHAP. XL 


Objefions from Scripture anſwered. 


HE Objections brought againſt the truth © ? 
maintained are, 1. Taken from ſcripture 
perverted ; 2. From reaſon abuſed. The ſcripd - 
tural objections are taken from thoſe places 
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where mention is made of Chriſt dying for the 


world, or at Goo's willing the ſalvation of! 


all men, or where Chriſt is ſaid to have died for? 


LA 
bo 


- thoſe that periſh, 


Pe 
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Arg. 1. He that is given out of the love, where« 


h with Gop loved the world; that gave himſelf 
e for the life of the world; was a propitiation for 
e © the fins of the whole world; was given and died 
* for every nan in the world: But the firſt is true 
J. of Chriſt, therefore he died for all. They try 
do prove the conſequence, 1. by reaſon and 
„ the ſenſe of the word, world: 2. By conſi- 
cdecering the particular places of ſcripture where 
J- # = the word is mentioned. If they make it out 
h by reaſoning, they mult argue thus: The whole 
t; 4 world ſignifies all and every man in the world; 


n- > Chriſt died for the whole world: therefore, &c. 


ve The firſt propoſition is, in its meaning, either 
univerſal or particular: if the firſt, we deny that 
g the word, world, has an univerſal meaning 
in thoſe places of ſcripture wherein Chriſt is ſaid 
I to die for it, to love it, &c. The Argument 
4 muſt be thus formed. In ſome places of ſcrip- 
* ture the word, world, ſignifies all and every man 
re in the world of all ages, times, and conditions; 
p. but Chriſt is ſaid to die for the world; Ergo. 
e lere an univerſal concluſion is drawn from a 
he 5 particular propoſition: therefore this argument 


cannot ſtand. It is apparently falſe to affirm, 
that in every place in ſcripture where he is 
ſiaid to die for the world, it means the whole 
world as above, ſince many texts already pro- 
| | G2 duced 
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duced reſtrain his death to his elect, his ſheep, 


his church. We deny therefore the aſſumption 


and appeal for a trial to the conſideration of 
Thoſe places where ſuch mention is made. 


The firſt place we pitch upon is, John iii. 16. 


Gop ſo loved, &c. Firſt I ſhall give you a pa- 


raphraſe of the words according to their ſenſe, | 


and one according to our own. 1. © Gop ſo 
loved,” had ſuch a natural inclination, velleity, 
2nd propenſity to the good of Adam, with all 
his poſterity, in all ages, times, and conditions, 
that he ſent his only begotten Son to die,” 
not with a purpoſe to ſave any, but © that who- 
loever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life.” 2. Our ſenſe of the word, 
is this, © God the Father ſo loved”, had ſuch 


a peculiar tranſcendent love, being an unchange- 


able purpoſe and act of his will, towards 
« the world,“ miſerable ſinful loſt men of all 
ſorts, Jews and Gentiles ; that, intending their 
ſalvation, © he gave,” he prepared a way to 
prevent their everlaſting deſtruction, by ap- 
Pointing and ſending ** his only begotten Son” 
to be an all-ſufficient Saviour to all that look 
up unto him, that whoſoever believeth” (all 
believers whatever and only they) © ſhould not 


periſh but have everlaſting life; and ſo effec- 
tually be brought to the obtaining thoſe glo- 
: rious 
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nous things, which he, in 4 free love, had de. 


© cancd them. 1. By the © love of Gop” we 
* underſtand the act of his will, which was the 
£ cauſe of ſending his Son. 2. By the word, 
„ world,” we underſtand, the elect. 3. The 
= expreſſion, © that whoſoever believeth” is de- 
5 clarative of the intention of God, in giving his 
Son, not diſtributive of the world beloved; and 
alſo directive of the perſons whoſe good was in- 
1 tended. Laſtly © ſhould not periſh, &c. Theſe 
words expreſs the particular aim and intention of 
| Gop, which is the certain ſalvation of all believers 
by Chriſt. The great difference between us in the 
interpretation of this place is, 1. about the cauſe 
of ſending Chriſt, called, Love.” 2. About the 
: object of this love, © the world.” 3. The in- 
* tention of Gop in this matter. Our adver- 
| 1 ſaries affirm, this love is a natural affection or 
> propenſity in Gop to communicate good unto = 
© the creature. We on the other hand affirm that 
1 it is an act of his will, and an eternal pur- 
# ; poſe to do good to man. Our reaſons for reject- 
ing the foregoing aſſertion are theſe. 1. No- 
thing that includes imperfection ought to be 
aſcribed to God; but an affection in Gop to 


the good and ſalvation of all, being never com- 


plwGKkẽated nor perfected, carries in it weakneſs and 


imperfection, and is inconſiſtent with his com- 
= plete and abſolute bleſſedneſs. How much ſo- 
1 —— 
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ever any being wants of the fulfilling of that to 
which he is carried out by a voluntary deſire, fo 
much he wanteth of complete happineſs. 

Arg. 2. If the Loxp hath the ſame love to all, 
why does not this love receive its accampliſh- 
ment? Whence is it hindered from producing 
its effects? Why doth not the Logy engage his 
power to fulfil his deſire? They anſwer, it 
does not ſeem good to his infinite wiſdom; 
Then there is a defire in Gop to that, which 
his wiſdom cannot proſecute. This argues im- 
perfection in Gop, and is therefore abſurd. 

Arg. 3. The fcripture no where aſſigns unto 
Gop any ſuch natural propenſity to the good 
of any creature. It deſcribes him free in ſhew- 
ing mercy, he hath mercy on whom he will. 
If he be naturally moved to ſhew mercy to the 
miſerable as ſuch, he muſt be as merciful to 
devils as to men, to thoſe that are loſt as to thoſe 
that are ſaved. That which is natural muſt be 
equal in all its operations, and that which is na- 
tural in Gov muſt be eternal. The truth is, his 
mercy flows only in that channel. which his will 
and wiſdom directs: if it flows univerſally, it 19 
a mercy to devils and loſt ſouls without effect: 
in fact, to them it is no mercy at all. 

Arg. 4. If we conſider the greatneſs of this 


| love, as expreſſed | in this and various other 
ſexiptures, it cannot be that common affection 
Which 
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which Gov bears to all. His deſigtt being this, 
that they ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing life. That love whereby men are actually 
ſaved is certainly greater than that which con- 
fiſts with their eternal deſtruction. 

Arg. 5. Seeing all love in Gop, is to will 
good to them that art beloved : They then ate 
certainly the objects of this love, to whom he 
intends that good, which is the iſſue and effect 
of that love; but this effect is beſtowed only 
on the elect; therefore they only are its ob- 
jects. | 

2. The meaning of the word, world, is the 
ſecond ſubject of debate between us. Here 
our adverſaries flouriſh, as if by the ſubſtitution 
of the word, Elzer, for WorLD, they could 
draw us into the moſt abſurd conſequences. But, 
let us put the words in that form, and fee what 


inconvenience will follow. God ſo loved the 


elect, that, &c. They anſwer, it is hereby ſup- 
poſed that ſome of the elect may periſh. 
Why? is it becauſe he ſent his Son that they 
might not? No. But becauſe it is faid, © who- 
ſoever believeth,” which intimates that ſome 
might not believe. Gop deſigns the ſalvation 
of all, for whom he ſends his Son, and all that 
ſhall be ſaved, ſhall believe. They affitm 

that 


[ 48) 


that the word, whoſoever,” is diftributive of 
the world into belivers and unbelievers. If it 
be diſtributive, it is alſo reſtrictive of the love 
of Gon to ſome, viz. believers, and not to 
others. If it do not reſtrain the love of God, 
if the love of God be the ſame to all, then it 
is not diſtributive of the forementioned objects 


of it. I deny that the word „ whoſoever” is 
diftributive of the objects of Gop's love; and 


aſſert, that it is declarative of his end and aim in 
giving his Son, namely, that all believers ſhall 
be ſaved. 

Another reaſon is taken from the nature of 
this love, which is, 1. Moſt tranſcendent and re- 
markable. 2. An eternal act of the will of 
Gop. 3. The cauſe of ſending Chriſt. 4. Of 
giving all good things with him. 5. An aſſured 
fountain of ſalvation to all beloved with it. I.ook 
into the 17th verſe and you ſce the end of God's 
ſending his Son; namely, * that the world tkrough 
him might be ſaved.” If this be underſtood ofany 
but believers, Gop fails of his aim and intention. 


If by the word, world, be intended all men; 


why doth not the Lox p, in purſuit of this 
love, reveal Chriſt to every one ſo beloved? Is 


it not ſtrange, that the Logy ſhould ſo love 


them as to give his Son for them, and yet not 
ſignify this love to them, as to thouſands he does 


not? that he ſhould love them, and yet ſo order 


it 


7 
3 
o 4 
8 
9 
= 
y &. 
* 
1 : 
4 
% 


„ 8 4 — = 18 — = 
ä 
* * 1 . 
1 1 
N 88 2 
* a 


& ur cauſe or the adverſe : whether the love here 


Spoken of be a natural velleity in Gop to do 
good to all, or his peculiar tranſcendent love to 
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in his wiſd»m, that it ſhould be altogether 
Vein and fruitleſs; love them, and yet deter- 


wine that they ſhall receive no good by it, 
Hough his love be a willing the greateſt good 


them? How abſurd is this! 

© Unleſs therefore you maintain theſe abſurdi- 

gies, namely, that the love of God towards thou- 

funds is fruitleſs and vain. 2. That Jeſus is 
iven to be a Saviour to them who never heard 

F him, and have no power granted to believe. 


| 3. That Gop is mutable in his love, or elle 


Joveth thoſe that are in hell. 4. That he doth 


got give all things to thoſe, to whom he gives 


bis Son. 5. That he knows not certainly be- 
bore: hand who ſhall believe and be ſaved; you 


Fannot prove that the word, world, means all 
© every man in the world, 


Let the reader carefully weigh the foregoing 
argument, and judge whether this text e 


his elect, Let him conſider whether a generaj 
ranſom, fruitleſs in reſpect of molt, or an ef- 
fectual redemption of the elect only, has the 
ſtrongeſt foundation in theſe words of Chriſt. 

Another text cited by our adverſaries in ſup- 


Port of chrir caule is, 1 John ii. 1, 2. 4 If 


H any 


1 


any man fin, &c.“ They ſay that nothing 


leſs can be underſtood by the“ whole world” 
than every man in it. That the oppoſition be- 


tween us and the whole world confirms this 
meaning. Our ſins” being the ſins of belrevers ; 
and tne fins of the“ whole world,” the fins of 


all unbelievers, To which I anſwer, this epiſtle 
was written to the Jews chiefly. They had a 
rooted prejudice againſt the Gentiles, believing © 


they had no part with them in the bleſſings of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom : The apoſtle therefore al- 
ſerts, in oppoſition to ſuch prejudice, that he 


was a propitiation not only for us Jews, but fer 
the Gentiles alſo, who are frequently called in 
ſcriptur2 “ the whole world.” The apoſtle's 


ſenſe may be gathered from John xi. 51, 52. 
The © Children of God” ſcattered abroad, in 
this text, are the © whole world,” in the other, 

2. His intention was to give conſulation ib 


believers, and only to them. If then he ſhould 
extend the propitiation to all univerſally, What 


comfort could ariſe to believers? Will it be 


any conſolation to me, to tell me, I ſtand poſ- 
ſeſſed of that which is held by me in commen 


with thoſe that periſh eternally? The wor!, 


x 


propitiation, means that, by which the law i; © 


covered, God appeaſed and reconciied, ſin cu. 


piated, and the ſinner pardoned. Can this be 
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ing ; 8 pplied to the cobole world? are the fins of 
I” Every one expiated ? is God reconciled to every 
be. Inger? is every ſinner pardoned | ? Thele bleſ- 
this Ings belong only to believers. For them only 
rs; chere a propitiation, and this he preſents to 
of "Fl hem as a ground of conſolation, As for the 
fil: meaning of the word, wwor/d, we refer the reader 
1 z te what has been ſaid above on that head, which 
ing ; will give him full ſatisfaction. 

tte Divers other texts are brought to uphold the 


al. general ranſom. All which are grofsly milinter- 
preted. We will mention a few of them. 2 Cor. 
"WM v. 19. © God was in Chriſt, &c.” John i. 9. 

He is the true light, &c.” ver. 29.“ Behold 
* Lamb of Gop, &c. John iii. 17. 1 Tim. 
ii. 4, 6. God will have all men to be ſaved, 
20 c.“ 2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lorp 1s not will- 
ing that any ſhould periſh, &c.” Heb. ii. g. 


r. 0 That he ſhould taſte death for every man.“ 


| 3 . Cor. v. 14, 13. For the love of Chriſt» 
c.“ 1 Cor. xv. 22. As in Adam, &c.“ 

22 5 Neither any, nor all of theſe Scriptures put 
be = together, will overturn particular redemption, 
wy till it be proved that theſe general terms, he 
en 


world, all men, every man, mean every indivi- 
dual of the race of Adam. The whole weight 
of proof hangs on the meaning aſſigned by our 
2 adverſaries to theſe words, Which whether it 

H 2 | be 
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be ſufficient to turn the ſcale in their favour, we 
muſt leave to the impartial judgment of ſober 
men. In anſwer to that text, „ God willeth 

all men to be ſaved, &c.” 1 Tim. it. 4. We 
would obſerve, that the will of God is twofold, * 
1. His intentional will, or the will of his pur- © 
poſe. 2. His commanding will. If his com- 7 
manding will be here meant; then the ſenſe | 
of the words mult be this, God commandeth all 
men to uſe the means, whereby they may be 
ſaved. Now if this be the way Gop wills the 
ſalvation of all, then thoſe all can certainly be 

no more than thoſe to whom he granteth the 4 
means; but he granteth not the means to all 
men individually; therefore he doth not will the 
ſalvation of all in this ſenſe. Yea, we deny that 
Chriſt died for as many as Gop grants the means 
unto. The foundation of God's command to 
men to believe, is not Chriſt's. dying for them 
in particular, but the infallible connection, which "2 
he hath fixed between faith and ſalvation. 2. 
If the will of God be here taken for his inten- 
tional will, or the will of his purpoſe, that will 
muſt be accompliſhed. For who hath reſiſted | 


his will? He doth whatever he pleaſeth in 
heaven and earth. If he willeth all to be ſaved © 


with the will of his purpoſe, all ſhall be ſaved : | 
but all are not, all ſhall not be ſaved : therefore 
all 
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an men in this text cannot be underſtood in out 
g pponents ſenſe. 


Again, ſome endeavour to draw a parallel 
etween Adam and Chriſt grcunded on theſe 
o places of holy writ. 1 Cor. xv. 22, © As in 


| adam all die, ſo in Chriſt, &c.” Rom. v. 18. 


1 As by the offence, &c.“ Let us ſee who are 
the ALL the apoſtle ſays in Chriſt ſhall be made 
alive. They are thoſe who are implanted into 
Chriſt, joined to him as members to the head, 
and receiving a glorious reſurrection by virtue 
of his. That the apoſtle ſpeaks of the reſur- 
xrection of believers, and of them only, is mani- 
Feſt from the arguments he brings to confirm it. 


They are taken from the hope, the faith, and 


the rewards of Chriſtians. Which being of 
unconquerable power to confirm and eſtabliſh 
believers in the faith of the reſurrection, fo 


Ip Had they been held out to the men of the world, 


1 to prove the reſurrection of the dead in general, 
they had been exceeding ridiculous, The ori- 


ginal word“ ſhall be made alive” denotes a liv- 
Ing again to a good life here and glory hereafter; 


a bleſſed reſurrection, and not the quickening of 


them that are allied to a ſecond death, John v. 


21. Chriſt is ſaid “ to quicken (not all, but) 


whom he will.” Again he ſays, John vi. © Ir is 


the Spirit that quickeneth and maketh alive.” 


4 The 


11 


The word is not any where uſed to ſet forth \ 
the common reſurrection of all at the laſt day. 
All thoſe who are made alive by virtue of the 
reſurrection of Chriſt, are only thoſe who are 


partakers of bis natute, who are called, v. 23. 
thoſe that are Chriſt's: of whom Chriſt is the 


firit fruits; and certainly he is not the firit 


fruits of thoſe that are damned. Again, Chriſt is 
nowhere compared to Adam, in reſpect of the ex 
tent of the objects of his death, but only of the 
efficacy of his obedience. It is not ſaid, that he 
ſhould be a public perſon to repreſent all ; for 
he affirms the contrary in John xvii. 6. He 
is called the laſt Adam, beauſe as the fin cf 
the firſt Adam brought condemnation on all his 
natural ſeed; ſo the obedience of the ſecond 
Adam juſtifies all his ſpiritual ſeed, Rom. v. 19. 
Haw abſurd 1s it to affirm, that the death of 
Chriſt ſhuuld be accounted the life of al! 
univerſally: and yet the greateſt part of them 
be adjudged to eternal death in their own per- 
ſons by a righteous God ? That all ſhould ariſe 
in and with Chriſt, and yet mcſt of them continue 
dead in their ſins, and die for ſin eternally ? Hau 
abſurd to affirm that al are redeemed, reſtored, 
and juſtified freely by the death of Chriſt, and 
yet the greater part of theſe all periſh for ever? 
The ſcripture affirms that whom he juſtifies, he | 
glorincs 
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L Worifies, Rom viii. With reſpe& to that text, 
Rom. v. 18. it may ſuffice to declare, that by 


A e „ all” in the latter clauſe, none can be un- 
0 rſtood but thoſe to whom the free gift ac- 
3. Pally comes unto juſtification of life: who are 
he id to receive abundance of grace, and to 


rit © keign by Chriſt. Now all do not believe; on ſome 
the wrath of God abideth. 
Another text brought by our adverſaries to 


be! prove a general redemptiorris this, Rom. xiv. 15. 
" * Deſtroy not him with thy meat, for whom 
"J Chriſt died.” The apoſtle here exhorts believers 
e to ſuch a moderate uſe of Chriſtian liberty, as 
« hot to grieve the ſpirits of thoſe that are weak, 
bi (which were profeſſors, and as ſuch called ſaints, 
oF the redzemed, and ſo eſteemed in charity) and 
I Jo give an occaſion of ſtumbling, and falling from 
Of the profeſſion of the goſpel. Is this any proof 


Chriſt died for all men, even thoſe that never 


E beard of the goſpel? He mult be quick-ſighted 
A than can ſee the dependence of this inference on 
0 the apoſtle's exhortation. But you will ſay, 
® "is it not affirmed, that he may periſh for whom 
. Chriſt died? No. Only others are commanded 
not to do that which tendeth directly to deſtroy 

f their weak profeſſing brother. But why ſhould 
6 the apoſtle exhort him not to do that which he 
3 5 could not do, if he that Chriſt died for could 
he not periſh? Though the one could not periſh 
es bf ; 


in 
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in the event, the other might ſinfully give oc- 
calion of periſhing in the way of a ſecondary 


procuring cauſe, May not a man be dchorted | 


from attempting that which, if he ſhould at- 


tempt, he could not effect? We deny not, that 
many periſh, whom we are bound to conceive 
redeemed. by Chriſt. For all that profeſs, are 


called in ſcripture, ſaints, holy, elect, and the 


like; though ſome are only viſibly ſo, Another 


text is, 1 Cor. vii. 11. To which the anſwer 


to the foregoing text may ſuffice. In the judg- 
ment of charity, I cannot but hope that Chriſt died 
for every one that profeſſes the faith of Chriſt, 
and walks agreeable to that profeſſion. Though 
ſuch may be ſecret hypocrites, and never truly 
called by the grace of the goſpel. 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
is a text brought to prove that thoſe may pe- 


riſh whom Chriſt bought with his blood. Their 
argument is this, ſome who have acknow- 
ledged Chriit to be their purchaſer fall away, and 

periſh for ever; therefore Chriſt bought and re- 


deemed all that ever did and ſhall periſh. Is 
this a juſt concluſien? I aſk further, how can 
that which is common to alt te a peculiar aggra- 

vation to the ſin of one more than others? 
The laſt ſcripture we ſhall take notice of is, 
Heb. x. 29. The apoſtle here ſpeaks only of 
thoſe who were profeſſors of the goſpel-faith, 
and 


—_— _— 
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nd brought into a ſtate of church-fellowſhip 


[ pith the people of God. Now theſe privileges 
1 elong not to all univerſally ; what is therefore 
— rmed of them can never be applied to all. 

0 þ The apoſtle doth not declare what hath been, 
e A or aſſert what may be. He only threatens on a 
c bppoſicion. His deſign being to ſhew the miſery 


e i That muſt follow, if it ſhould come to paſs. He 
gold the ſoldiers, that if the mariners fled away 
r in the boat, they could not be ſaved. He did 
pot intend to ſigniſy to them that in the event 
d they ſhould be drowned ; for Gop had declared 


, the contrary to him the night before: but only 
b exhorted them to prevent that which, im itſelt, 
y was a likely way for their ruin. Neither ſhall 
ey the Remonſtrants ever perſuade us, that it is in 
3 Vuain to fore warn men of an evil, though in re- 
"i ay of Gop's purpoſe it never ſhall come to 
pes. A declaration of the judgment due to 
8 ppoſtaſy, being an appointed means to preſerve 
e ele from it. It is true, they are ſaid to be 
Is Inctified by the blood of the covenant. This 
n © Wa ſuppoſed and profeſſed ſanctification, a com- 
4 mon external ſetting a part from the ways of the 
"World and cuſtoms of the ſynagogue, to an en- 
5 joyment of the ordinances of Chriſt, repreſent- 
of ing the blood of the covenant, So that this 
b, WW. I threatening 
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threatening declares the certain connection be- 
tween apoſtaſy and condemnation, thereby warn- 
ing them to avoid it. Joſeph was warned to 
flee into Egypt, leſt Herod ſhould ſlay the 
child ; which event in Gop's purpoſe could not 
take place, To thoſe that were profeſſors only, 
and only externally ſanctified, it held out the 
odiouſneſs of the ſin, with the inevitable de- 
ſtruction that muſt light on them who fall into 
it. This was intended as a means to guard the 
elect from apoſtaſy, and to render apoſtates in- 
excuſable. 


CHAP. I, 


Objeaions from Reaſon anſwered. 


HE firſt objection from reaſon brought by | 
our opponents is one of great * 2 
but little merit. Notable encomiums it has re- 
ceived from the remonſtrant party, and therefore | 
has been called their Achilles. 3 
That which every one is bound to believe | is | * 
true; 
But evety one is bound to believe that Jeſus 
Chriſt died for him; 


Therefore, &c. 
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We deny the aſſumption, namely, that every 


oe is bound to believe that Chriſt died for 
him in particular. For then they muſt be 


bound immediately to believe that which is not 
revealed, and divine revelation is the object of 
all faith. The ſcriptures do not any where hold 
[ out, that Chriſt died for this or that man in par- 

© ticular, but for ſinners indefinitely. Neither is 


; the purpoſe of Gop propoſ-d as the object of 


faith to any, but only his commands, promiſes, 


and threatenings. That Chriſt died for any 


one in particular, muſt be collected by an expe- 
rience and ſenſe of ſome ſweet effect thereof in 
: the heart, actually enjoyed. Nor, laſtly, have 
all men any ſuch object of faith propoſed to 
; them as the death of Chriſt. Heathens ſhall be 
1 condemned for ſinning againſt the light of na- 
ture, not for diſbelieving that Chriſt died for 


them. Our opponents then muſt reform the 


argument by an exception, and thus propoſe. 
That which every one to whom the goſpel is 


© preached i is bound to believe, is true ; 


But every one fo called is bound to believe 
that Chriſt died for him in particular; therefore 
it is true. 
1 The argument thus reformed deſtroys the ge- 
neral ranſom at once. From the innumerable 
multitudes of all, we are come to the“ many 


12 that 
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that are called,” and doubt not, but we ſhall 
inſtantly deſcend to the © few that are choſen.” 
They except again, that which is true of them 
to whom it is propoſed, would be true of all, 
if it ſhould be propoſed to them.” To this 
I anſwer, it is not ſafe diſputing of what would 
be, if things were not as God hath ordained 
them. We ſee the will of Gop for the preſent; 
neither are we to ſuppoſe that it might have 

been otherwiſe. At leaſt no argument can be 
grounded on ſuch a ſuppoſition. If the goſ- 
pel ſhould be preached to all the world, we 
could only collect thus much of Gop's mind 
and will thereby; namely, „He that believeth 
ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not 
ſhall be damned,” If the goſpel ſhould be 
now preached to the Turks and Indians, and 
| they ſhould- reject it: certainly they would be 
damned for not believing that there is no other 
name under heaven by which man can be 
faved, but the name of Chriſt. Not one f 
them would be condemned for not believing that 7 
Chriſt died for him in particular, no ſuch 
truth being propoſed to them, We deny the 
minor propoſition of the reduced ſyllogiſm; 
namely, that every one to whom the goſpel is 
preached is bound to believe that Chriſt died 


for him in particular. 1. There is an order, 


be lie ved, 2 


U 


eſtabliſhcd by Gop, in the things that are to be 


1 


4 believed, ſo that till ſome of them are believed, 


the reſt are not required. 1. Repent, and be- 


A lieve the goſpel to be the word of Gop and to 


ontain his will, and that Chriſt therein revealed 
the wiſdom and power of Gop unto ſalvation. 
That there is an inſeparable connection be- 


tween faith and ſalvation. 3. That there muſt be 
a conviction of the Spirit of the neceſſity of a re- 
demption to their ſouls in particular, whereby 


they become weary and heavy laden. 4. A full 
reſting of the ſoul on Chriſt, as an all- ſufficient 
Saviour. In doing all this no man is called by 


the goſpel to enquire about the purpoſe and 
intention of Gop, reſpecting the particular 


' Pbjects of the death of Chriſt : every one being 


fully aſſured that his death ſhall be profitable 
to them that believe and obey. After he has 


done theſe things, it lies upon the believer to 


aſſure his ſoul of his intereſt in Chriſt, as he 


finds the fruits of the death of Chriſt in him 


and towards him. Only ſuch are bound to 


believe that Chriſt died for them in particular. 
The argument muſt be once more reformed. 
That which every one, convinced of the ne- 


ceſſity of a Saviour and hungering and thirſting 
after him, is bound to believe, is true; but every 


one ſo convinced is bound to believe ah Chriſt 
3 died for him in particular; Ergo, it is true. 


Some 
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Some grant this without any prejudice to 
the cauſe we defend. Hence it appears. 1. That 
all thoſe to whom the golpel is preached, are 
net bound to believe that Chriſt died for them 
in particular; but only perſons qualified as 
above, 2. That the command to believe that 
Chriſt died for any ene in particular, is not pro- 
poſed, nor obligatory on all: and the non- per- 
formance thereof no otherwiſe a ſin, but as it 


lies in the root and habit of unbelief. 3. That 
no finally impenitent peſon ſhall be condemned, 
for not believing that Chriſt died for him in par- 
ticular, but for not believing that Chriſt is the 
alone Saviour. 4. That the teſtimony of Gop, to 
which we ought to ſet our ſeal, is no other than 
this, he that hath the Son hath life, &c.” 
Object. 2. That doctrine which fills the 


minds of ſinners with doubts and ſcruples, whe- 
ther they ought to believe or not, when Gop 
calls them thereto, cannot be agreeable to the 
goſpel ; but the doctrine of particular redemp- 
tion doth this; Ergo, it is not agreeable to the 

goſpel.” | | 
That doubts and ſcruples, the proper iſſue 
of remaining unbelief, will often ariſe in ſinners 
hearts, is allowed. Whether the doctrine we con- 
tend for does, in its own nature, produce and 
cauſe them, is the point in queſtion. The ob- 
jection 
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= 5 Kection ſuppoſeth, that a man is bound to know 
= and be perſuaded that Chriſt died for him, by 


the appointment of Gop, in particular, before 
he believes in Chriſt. If this be not a contradic- 
tion, I know not what is. For 1s it not the 
higheſt degree of faith, for a man to be aſſured 


rat Chriſt died for him? doth it not include a 
© ſenſe of the love of Gop ſhed abroad in the 
heart? Is it not the top of the apoſtle's conſola- 
t : tion? Is it not the bottom of his joyful aſſu- 
= ®rance ? Gal. ii. 20. 
- c The objection evidently requireth a man to 
believe, before he does believe. Is not the call 
) i of Chriſt, the command of Gop, the promiſe of 
1 © life on believing, the threats againſt unbelief, 
the all-ſufficiency of the blood of Chrilt to fave 
e ſinners, and the aſſured ſalvation of all that 
7 believe, ſufficient to remove all doubts and 
0 rl from the mind? Our doctrine holds 
e ix forth theſe things to ſinners as ſuch. 
A « I beg leave therefore to aſk our adverſaries, 
@ 1 What it is men are bound to believe, when 
8 hey know before- hand that Chriſt died for them 
4 | in particular? Is it a perſuaſion of the love of 
1 | God? that they have before. Is it a coming 
TL to Gop for the enjoyment of the fruits of his 
q death? What fruits can they enjoy which are 


15 BY not common to all? Let them anſwer theſe 
queries, 
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queries, and we ſhall be prepared with ſome 
more to throw in their way. 


Object. 3. Univerſal redemption exalts Gob's 


free grace, whereas the contrary opinion is nar- 


row, and chains it up to a few. 
LI aſk, what ſort of grace this is, which you call 
free and univerſal? is it the grace of elec- 


tion? No. God hath not choſen all to ſalva- © 


tion. Is it the grace of effectual vocation ? 


No. For whom God calls, he juſtifies; and 


whom he juſtifies, he glorifies, Rom, viii. All 
have not been, all ate not outwardly called, 
Rom. x. 14. Is it the grace of ſanctification? 
why, are all purged, are all waſhed in the blood 
of Jeſus? or is it the church only ? Eph. v. 26. 
Acts xx. 28. Is it the grace of faith? No, 
For all men have not faith, 2 Theſſ. iii. 2. Is 
it the grace of juſtification ? But is this uni- 
verſal ? are all pardoned, accepted, acquit- 


ted, juſtified ? Surely not. Is it the grace of ; 


redemption in the blood of Jeſus. No. Rev. 
v. 9. They are redeemed out of every nation. 
What then is this univerſal free grace? a 
figment of mens brains, or a new name for the 
old idol of man's free-will, It tends to the de- 
ſtruction of the whole covenant of diſtinguiſh- 


ing grace, denying that the conditions thereof 


are wrought in any of the elect, by virtue of 
The 


I 
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. promiſe of the covenant. The two great 
Is of this free grace, is to mock Goo, 
d exalt man. Do not they propoſe the I.ozv 
| making a pretence of love, grace, and par- 
n to all men; and never once acquainting 
the greateſt part of them with any ſuch love? 
Although he knows without his effecting this, 
y can never come to be partakers of this grace. 
his univerſal free grace makes Gop equally to 
Mee, dic for all, and deſire all to be ſaved, yet 
on ſuch a condition, as, without his ſpcial grace, 
they cannot effect, and he will not effect it for 
them. Univerſal free grace is only a mock, a 
pretence. No one was ever layed by it. If they 
lay any were ever ſaved by it; I aſk, why not 


3 all ? becauſe they do not believe: ſo then the 


gift of faith is not part of this grace. The aim 
of univerſal grace, is to exalt man and his 
free-will, in the room of free-grace;-to make way 
for believing to have the greateſt ſhare in the 


g work of ſalvation, which alone makes all the 


reſt profitable. In a word; in order to make. 
probates the objects of free grace, you deny 
the grace of Gop to his elect. To make it uni- 
verial, you deny it to be effectual: that all may 
have a ſhare in it, you deny any to be ſaved by 


mit We beg leave to retort the argument, and 


3 © In what one inſtance doth the doctrine of 
K particular 
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particular redemption impair the free grace of 
God?” Is it in its freedom? Why we ſay it is fo 
free, that if it be not altogether ſo, it is no 
grace at all. Is it in its efficacy? We aſcribe the 
whole work of our recovery to Gop alone. Is 
it in extent? We affirm it to be extended to all 
that are ſaved. It is true, we do not call that 
grace, free grace, in the goſpel notion of it, which 
a man may have, and yet go to hell. For we deem 
the free grace of Gop ſo powerful, that where- 
ever it hath deſigned and choſen itſelf a ſubject, it 
will infallibly bring him to glory. You object, 
we do not extend 1t to all, Is the extending the 
love of Gop in our power? hath he not mercy 
on whom he will? We believe that the condi- 
tions of that covenant ratified in the blood of 
Chriſt, are effectually wrought in the heart of 
every one of the elect: that the love of Gop is 
effectual; that Chriſt's blood was not ſhed in 
vain ; that of ourſelves we are dead, and can do 
nothing, but what free grace worketh in us. As 
for you that affirm, that millions of thoſe who 
are taken into the new covenant ſhall periſh 
eternally ; that it is left to their choice to be- 
lieve ; that the will of God may be fruſtrated; 
that we make ourſelves to differ ; you may ex- 
tend this grace as far as you pleaſe; for it is 
indifferent to you whether the objects of it go to 

heaven 


— 
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even or hell. But I beſeech you. give me 
 Eave to queſtion, whether this be God's free 


ce, or your fond opinion ? his love, or your 
Ils? It ſeems to me the latter only. Never- 


eleſs, my prayers for you ſhall be, that Goo 
Pould give you iofinitely more of his love, than 
0 is contained in that ineffectual univerſal grace, 


Vith which you ſo flouriſh. We ſhall endeavour 


hat poor ſouls be not ſeduced by you with the 


ſpccious pretences of free grace to all, not 


* Enowing that it is a mere painted cloth that 


Fill not deliver them from their ſins. Your 

free grace gives them leave to be ſaved, if they 

Gan ; but reveals no effectual power to accom- 

4 che mighty undertaking. 

7 Object. 4. The doctrine of particular re- 
mption is an enemy to goſpel conſolation,” 


"Anſw. All true evangelical conſolation belongs 
8 Only to believers. Heb. vi. 17. If. vl. i. To 
ve conſolation where it is not due, is no leſs a 


Time, than to hide it from thoſe to whom it is. 


4 Jer. XXiil. 14. Ezek. xiii. 10, The extenſion of 


Ehriſt's death to all univerſally hath nothing 
peculiar in it, to give the leaſt conſolation to 
them whom Gop would have comforted. Can 


= any conſolation ariſe to believers from a privi- 
lege they hold in common with them that pe- 


Tiſh, that are in actual rebellion againſt Goo, 
y K 2 | and. 


* Þ 
and that never heard one word of goſpel or 
conſolation ? Let a man try, in the time (not 
of deſperation, but) of deſertion or temptation, | 


what peace he can get for his ſoul by this, Chriſt 
died for all men ; I am a man ; therefore for me, 


Will not his heart tell him, that notwithſtanding A 


this he may periſh for ever? doth he not ſee that 
millions periſh for whom Chriſt died, according 


to this perſuaſion? If yougive true conſolation you 
muſt ſatisfy the deſire of the ſoul, carried out 


after an aſſurance of the love of Gop. This 


you cannot do by telling them of a general love 
to all. But Arminians will ſay, Chriſt is a pro- 
pitlation for all ſinners ; therefore for you. But 
is he a propitiation for all their ſins? If fo, 
how can any periſh? If not, what good will“ 
this do me, whoſe ſins perhaps are ſuch, as 
Chriſt was not a propiatition for? You anſwer, ' 
exclude not thyſelf; Gop excludes none. Tell 
me not, ſays the ſinner, of Gop'sexcluding, I have 4 
excluded myſelf: will he powerfully take me in? 


Hath Chriſt only died that I may be admitted, or 5 


hath he abſolutely procured ability to enter into 


his Father's arms? You anſwer, he hath opened 
a door of falvation to all. Alas! ſays the 
ſinner, is it not a vain endeavour to open a a 


grave, for a dead man to come out? Is not this 


rather 
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iber to deride my miſery, than to procure me 
liverance ? | 
© There are two grand texts held out as hs 
thicf ground of conſolation to believers, namely, 
om. viii. 32. 1 John. ii, 1, 2. In which the 
ſeparable connection between Chriſt's oblation 


BY 2nd interceſſion is ſet forth, reſpecting the ob- 
| jects intended therein. Now the death of 


ZEhriſt, ſeparated from his reſurrection and in- 
terceſſion, is no were propoſed as a ground of 
conſolation to believers and therefore they who 
"hold i it out as ſuch, are no friends to true con- 


folation. 


hereby any man can aſſure himſelf that Chriſt 
lied for him in particular; unleſs we grant he 


: wy 5. There 1s nothing i in the ſcripture, 


, died for all. 


To this 1 anſwer; The experience of all 
helievers who by the grace of God have aſ- 
ed their hearts of their intereſt in Chriſt, with- 
Qt the leaſt thought of univerſal redemption, 
"Epntradifts the aſſertion, 2, The aſſurance ariſ- 
ing from a practical ſyllogiſm, whereof one pro- 
poſition i is true in the end, and the ſecond true 
by the ' witneſs of the Spirit, is infallible. Is 
there any other teſtimony that Chriſt died for 


: me, but the teſtimony of the Spirit? No. Have 


all 


f 70 
all the teſtimony of the Spirit? No: very few. 
Therefore the above wn eager falls to the 
ground. | 

Object. 6. All expoſtulations, intreaties, pro- 
miſes, and threatenings are vain, if Chriſt died 
not for all men. e 

To this Ianſwer; That in all expoſtulations 
and intreaties there is no mention made of a 
general ranſom. The promiſes are generally 
limited to perfons of ſuch and ſuch qualifica- 
tions, as well as the threatenings. No general ab- 
ſolute promiſe can be extended to all men. Moſt 
of the ſcripture expoſtulations are made to the 
the Jews, and treat of temporal mercies. So 


that from what is ſaid to them, nothing can 


be made out to prove a general ranſom. Fur- 
ther. When deſires and wiſhes are aſcribed to 
God, they are to be underſtood, ad vulgi cap- 
tum; and do not imply any ineffectual wiſh in 
the Loxp, which would be contrary to the 
perfection of his nature. They are pathetical 
declarations of our duty, ſtrong convictions of 
the diſobedient, and a full juſtification of God's 
ways towards man, 
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IN the foregoing chapters we have ſhewn, 
| 1. What is the grand end of the death of 
XX Ciriſt ; namely, fully and finally to redeem his 
people. 2. The ſtability of the covenant made 
between Father, Son, and Spirit reſpecting the 


© tween each of the perions of the Godhead, in 
the glorious undertaking. Each having one 
: purpoſe, aim, deſign, and intention: The 
ſure accompliſhment of the ſame to all the heirs 
of the promiſe. 3. That Chriſt's impetration 
and application, his death and interceſſion, 
TT reſpect the ſame objects, and are never to be di- 
XX vided. 4. We have anſwered all the objections 
brought from ſcripture and reaſon made againſt 
XX the above doctrines. It remains therefore for 
5 reaſonable men to judge, on which ſide of the 
© queſtion the truth lies. The word of Gov, the 
XZ analogy of faith, the beſt expoſitions, have been 
our guide in the controverſy. The eſtabliſh- 
ment of truth and the detection of error, the 
= confirmation of believers, and the confounding 
the falſe hopes of wicked profeſſors, has been 
our one deſign. That Gop's glory may be ad- 
vanced, and his elect gathered in, is our moſt 
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